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OBJECTIVES AND PRINCIPLES
OUR OBJECTIVES

PURPOSE OF THIS CONSULTATION
Welcome to the first of a series of engagements as
we aspire to set a collective vision for the future of
The Championships within the local community.
Since acquiring the Wimbledon Park Golf Club
in December 2018, our primary focus has been
to understand the history and heritage of the
landscape. We aim to be the best possible guardians
while also delivering on our objectives, in particular
to strengthen The Championships by bringing our
qualifying event to our grounds. We would like to
share with you what we’ve learned so far and how it
will inform our proposals.

SUMMARY

To maintain The Championships as the premier tennis
tournament in the world and an event of national significance
AND
To deliver a positive impact for our communities, playing a
meaningful role in protecting and enhancing the heritage of our
landholding and its place in the local community.

Integrating the AELTC landholding in Wimbledon
Park sensitively within our Estate is core to our
aspiration to continue to be the pinnacle of tennis.
We want to use that position, and the global
significance of The Championships, to provide
economic, social and environmental benefit to our
local community.
We look forward to continuing to discuss and cocreate our plans with you as they take shape and we
welcome your feedback throughout this process.

“IT HAS NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT TO
DEMONSTRATE THAT WIMBLEDON HAS A
MEANINGFUL ROLE TO PLAY AS A FORCE
FOR GOOD, PARTICULARLY LOCALLY, BUT
ALSO NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY.

IMPACT OF THE CHAMPIONSHIPS
- Annual global audience of 700 million people
- Annual attendance of c.500,000 visitors
- Local economic impact of at least £53 million

IT IS PART OF WHAT MAKES US THE
PINNACLE OF OUR SPORT. PUT TING
THIS SENTIMENT AT THE HEART OF OUR
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE IS ONE OF MY
MAJOR OBJECTIVES AS CHAIRMAN, AND
THE ENHANCED LANDHOLDING PROVIDES
A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO.”

- London economic impact of at least £150 million
- Annual investment in British tennis £30-40 million
- The largest catering event in Europe
- Accredited London Living Wage Employer
- Signatory to the United Nations Sport for Climate
Action Framework

IAN HEWITT, AELTC CHAIRMAN

CONSULTATION TIMELINE

First Consultation

Second Consultation

Third Consultation

Planning Submission

March

April

June

July

Your Feedback

Your Feedback

Your Feedback
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SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY
WHAT WE DO

“MANY FAMILIES ON THE ESTATE HAVE
STRUGGLED TO FEED THEIR CHILDREN
AND THE FRESH MEALS HAVE BEEN A
LIFELINE FOR THEM.”

HOW WE DO IT

Being an active and positive contributor to our
community is core to our ambition to be a force for
good. By combining our collective strengths - the
resources, funding and voice of the All England Club,
The Championships and the Wimbledon Foundation
- we aim to champion Opportunity for All.
We focus our activities around four goals:
- strengthening our local community by tackling
disadvantage;
- promoting healthy and active lives by advancing
good mental and physical health for all, including
the work of the Wimbledon Junior Tennis Initiative
in schools and our Community Tennis Centre at
Raynes Park;
- inspiring the next generation by creating
opportunities for young people to learn valuable
skills for life, including our Learning Programme;
- responding in times of need by making a
difference to those facing adversity, including our
Coronavirus response.

WIMBLEDON PARK HOUSING ESTATE

IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

A WJTI coach in practice

- £3.3million invested in 238 charitable groups since
2015 by the Wimbledon Foundation
- £1.5million Coronavirus Fund set up by the
Foundation to support local organisations and a
few key national causes
- 200,000 children have received a free tennis
session from the Wimbledon Junior Tennis
Initiative since its start in 2000
- Plants, overnight equipment, trainers, clothing
items, tennis balls, nets, Christmas gifts, food items,
toiletries, glasses and towels donated on an annual
basis to a variety of local charities
- 25,000 free hot meals, cooked at the AELTC,
distributed to those in need in the community in
the last ten months

A local community group

GRANTS AND DONATIONS AWARDED IN MERTON
DURING FINANCIAL YEAR 2019/20

GRANTS AND DONATIONS AWARDED IN WANDSWORTH
DURING FINANCIAL YEAR 2019/20

WANDSWORTH
BATTERSEA

“FUNDING HAS ENABLED US TO
INCREASE THE SIZE OF THE FOOD
PARCELS WE PROVIDE... PURCHASE
NEW EQUIPMENT ... AND INCREASE
THE CAPACITY OF OUR TEAM – WE
WOULDN’T HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO
THAT WITHOUT KIND DONATIONS
LIKE THE ONE FROM THE WIMBLEDON
FOUNDATION.”
DAN FRITH, WANDSWORTH FOODBANK

MERTON

- Tailored visits and workshops to over 2,000 schools
and community groups every year
- 3,300 community members registered with the
AELTC Community Tennis Ground in Raynes Park
- 20% of Championships employees recruited from
Merton and Wandsworth
- Environment positive commitment by 2030
- 1,000 community subscribers to myWimbledon,
the AELTC’s newsletter

PUTNEY

WIMBLEDON

CLAPHAM
JUNCTION
WANDSWORTH

SOUTHFIELDS

RAYNES PARK

BALHAM
EARLSFIELD

MITCHAM

MORDEN

TOOTING

Coronavirus Fund

Coronavirus Fund

Get Set, Get Active Fund

Get Set, Get Active Fund

Health & Wellbeing Fund

Health & Wellbeing Fund

Community Fund

Community Fund

Ticket Resale Fund/Other

Least deprived

Most deprived

Ticket Resale Fund/Other

Least deprived

Most deprived
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OUR PLANNING APPROACH
The AELTC landholding in Wimbledon Park, which is
currently the Wimbledon Park Golf Club and course,
sits within both the London Boroughs of Merton and
Wandsworth. It is subject to a number of sensitive
planning designations, most particularly as a Historic
Registered Park & Garden (Grade II*), which has been
identified by Historic England as being ‘Heritage At Risk’.
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We believe there is the opportunity to use the history
of the site to deliver a truly world class venue for both
The Championships and our year-round activities,
which positively responds to its designations and
achieves a number of enhancements which will benefit
the area, the local community, and the success of
The Championships as an event of international and
national significance.

The 1770 plan of Wimbledon Park, by Haynes, showing the then brand new landscape
design of ‘Capability’ Brown.

Wimbledon Park

A veteran oak tree, over 200 years old / summer 2020.
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Whilst our ideas are still at an early stage, we expect
that our proposals for the AELTC landholding will
include:
- the removal of bunkers, tees and greens and golf
course paths;
- the remodelling of the land to better reflect its historic
position and layout;
- the protection of the veteran (valuable and old) trees;
- placing new tennis courts sensitively within the
landscape to be used for Qualifying and The
Championships;
- maintaining and enhancing the Conservation Area
status of the land;
- improving Wimbledon Park Lake, restoring its historic
alignment;
- enhancing existing natural habitats and improving
biodiversity;
- providing wider community benefit – particularly
access around Wimbledon Park Lake;
- working with all landowners within the Historic Park
to reverse the ‘Heritage At Risk’ status.
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Wimbledon Park
Lake

Wimbledon Park
Golf Club

Our future consultations will provide greater detail on
our emerging proposals and incorporate your feedback.
Wimbledon
Park Station
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If we receive planning permission from the London
Boroughs of Merton and Wandsworth, it will take at
least six years to construct the new tennis courts within
the AELTC landholding. It will take at least two years for
these courts to mature enough to be suitable to be used
for The Championships.
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The orange areas indicate the AELTC landholdings in Wimbledon Park.

AELTC Ownership
Boundary

Photograph from the southern tip of the golf course looking north. Centre Court
is visible above the tree canopy / summer 2020.
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THE RICH HISTORY OF
WIMBLEDON PARK

5

The history of the Park is rich and layered with change.
Over the centuries various owners and designers have
transformed the landscape over and over again, each
layer leaving a mark on the next. The most famous of
these landscape designers was Lancelot “Capability”
Brown but the history of “original” development goes
back long before him.

1

C17th / ROYAL GRANDEUR

6

The location and grandeur of the estate attracted
Royal attention and in 1639 it was bought by
Charles I for his wife Queen Henrietta Maria. She
hired French designer Andre Mollet to transform
the landscape and Inigo Jones added a new wing
to the house. The House - with its ornate and formal
gardens - formed the centrepiece. The formal
geometry extended from house to grounds in the
form of strict linear avenues of Elm trees.

2
6
4

3
4
2

C16th / MONASTIC FARMLAND
From the time of the Norman Conquest the land was
in the ownership of the Archbishop of Canterbury
until in 1536 Henry VII took over the manor. Elizabeth I
conferred the land to Sir Thomas Cecil and his heirs.

6

C17th / TUDOR WONDER
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Sir Thomas commissioned a large, elaborate “Prodigy”
or “Wonder” country manor house (south of the
AELTC, on the current site of Ricards Lodge High
School). The gardens were very fine, highly detailed
and complex with the pattern known as “knottes”.
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St Mary’s Church
Streams

3
4

Farmland
Field Boundaries
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Until the 1750’s the area that is now the park and
golf course was largely fields and farmland, with
meandering streams.

Wimbledon House
Formal Tree Avenues
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Detail showing Mollet’s parterre gardens, from an engraving of Wimbledon Manor by Winstanley c.1678.

Detail from a plan by John Roque, 1741-5, after purchase by the Duchess of Marlborough (but prior to transformation by Brown in 1765)

Double Portrait of Charles I of England and Henrietta of France, oil painting by Anthony van Dyck, 1632.

St. Mary’s Parish Church, south of
Wimbledon Park established.

Thomas Cecil replaces the manorial farmhouse with
a large Elizabethan house with grounds, a formal
approach and a series of buttressed terraces.

Plan of ‘The Platforme of my Lord of
Exceters house at Wymbellton’ made by
Robert Smythson.

Wimbledon Manor sold to Adam
Baynes, a captain in Parliament’s
Northern Army.

Lambert is sentenced by Charles II to
life imprisonment, Wimbledon Manor
becomes Crown property and is sold.

Henry Winstanley engravings
of the House of Wimbledon
Manor.

12th Century

1576

1609

1650

1660

1676

1086

1328

1589/90

1639

1652

1661

1677

Wimbledon area described in the Domesday
Survey as part of the Manor of Mortlake.

Wimbledon recorded as a
Manor separate to Mortlake.

Wimbledon Manor conferred by Elizabeth I
on Sir Thomas Cecil and his heirs.

Wimbledon Manor purchased for Queen
Henrietta Maria. French garden designer
André Mollet employed.

Baynes sells Wimbledon Manor to
General John Lambert.

Bought by George Digby (2nd Earl of Bristol)
John Evelyn hired to advise on estate
improvements.

Bought by Thomas Osborne (Earl of Danby
and Lord Treasurer to King Charles II)
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FORMING THE LAKE

C18 TH / ‘CAPABILITY’ BROWN

3
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The Duchess of Marlborough bought and
redeveloped the house and gardens in 1721. In
1765 ‘Capability’ Brown was employed by her
great grandson Earl Spencer to transform this
landscape once again; this time into an idealised
English Parkland Estate. Brown ‘painted’ the
landscape with a palette of water and trees as
he did at the likes of Petworth and Blenheim.
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Using the clay subsoil, Brown created a dam at
the bottom of the natural valley, flooding the land
with the flow from the existing streams, to create
the large and deliberately sinuous lake; one of the
key surviving features of the original design.
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A postcard of Wimbledon Park and Lake, copyright London Borough of Merton
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St Mary’s Church
Streams
Wimbledon House
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Serpentine Lake
Eyecatcher
Curving drive
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Over time, the main house of Wimbledon estate has been built and rebuilt. This version of Wimbledon
House sits in Brown’s landsape and was built after the 1785 fire. From an engraving published 1796.

1768 Richardson Plan Wimbledon Park, Lambeth Archive

PAINTING WITH TREES

Scattered trees
Woodland Belts
Open Parkland

Brown planted trees carefully, to frame rolling
open vistas and to create woodland rides
emanating from the House. Some of his oaks
are still surviving. He felled avenue trees to
break up the formal geometry which was then
considered non-patriotic. His planting created
areas of different character, for example, the area
currently The Wimbledon Club was kept treeless.
Brown planted belts of trees along the horizon,
and masked boundaries with tree clumps.
The parkland more than doubled in size, and
incorporated functional grazing and hunting land,
open and wooded. Ashens Grove and Horseclose
Wood are remnants of this ancient woodland.

Capability Brown, National Portrait Gallery, by Dance-Holland.

‘Water House’ built west of
Wimbledon House, covering a well

Mid-way into Brown’s transformation captured
by Thomas Richardson’s plan, above

Brown undertakes limited
additional works for Earl Spencer

John Corris produces map of Earl Spencer’s
enlarged estate of Wimbledon Park, almost
doubled in extent

1762

1768

1779-81

1787

New house built at Wimbledon to
Henry Holland’s designs
1802

1765

1770

1785

1799

1804

Initial contract with Lancelot
‘Capability’ Brown signed

Complete design mapped by John Haynes
‘Wimbledon Park as Improved by Mr. Brown’

Wimbledon House destroyed by fire
and demolished

Henry Holland produces ‘Plans, Elevations,
Sections for Wimbledon Park’

New house at Wimbledon shown on 2”
to 1 mile Ordnance Survey Drawing.
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C20 / MODERN TIMES &
FRAGMENTATION

1
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Inevitably, as London expanded through the 19
& 20th centuries, the large parkland estate made
way for the growing population. Bought by a new
landowner who fragmented the land creating
first large private houses and then residential
suburbs, roads and railways with multiple owners.
Eventually the House, from where Capability
Brown designed the landscape to be viewed, fell
into disrepair and was demolished. The parkland
reduced in size from 390 to 62 hectares.
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HISTORIC REMNANTS
Today, the lake, Wimbledon Park and Wimbledon
Park Golf Course comprise the last pieces of the
historic estate which are registered as Grade II*
Historic Park and Garden by Historic England.
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SPORTING LEGACY
The 20th century saw the area develop a sporting
legacy with the growth of tennis (the AELTC arrived
in 1922), angling, sailing, athletics and golf. Such
functions have changed the landscape to make it
fit for purpose.

Sed in tristique massa, pretium tempor libero.
8
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St Mary’s Church
AELTC Main site
Golf clubhouse
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Shortened lake
Golf Course
Church Road
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‘HERITAGE AT RISK’

The Wimbledon Club and buildings
Wimbledon Park (Public)
Athletics Track

The multiple ownership and sporting uses have
not always been kind to the heritage or ecology.
Some adaptations required for today’s uses have
led to the Historic Park being classified as ‘Heritage
At Risk’ meaning that the historic value of the site
is in danger of being lost.
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There are several reasons for this including
multiple ownership, changes to the shape of the
lake, new tree planting in lines along golf fairways
and additional buildings and boundaries, all of
which have masked or eroded Brown’s design
layer.

2

1933 Ordnance Survey, coloured to indicate historic remnant of parkland and lake.

1927 Aerofilms photograph of AELTC and The Wimbledon Club, copyright London Borough of Merton

Current photograph showing the trees planted in lines to define the golf fairways.
This has obscured the pattern of the remnant C18th landscape.

Sale finalised of Wimbledon Park House
and parkland to John Augustus Beaumont.

Wimbledon Park House separated from
parkland by roads. (OS 2nd Edition 6” plan)

All England Lawn Tennis Ground begins
construction. (OS Revised Edition 6” plan)

Opening of community tennis courts, bowling and
putting greens in the public park to east of the Lake

‘Athletics Ground’ constructed on
lands owned by Local Authority

Wimbledon Park Sailing Centre
established on the Lake.

1846

1899

1920

1926

1952

1970

1827

1874

1914

1922

1949

1963

Wimbledon estate leased to Edward
Seymour, 11th Duke of Somerset.

OS 1st Edition 6” plan:
Sub-division of lands, roads renamed

The Wimbledon Corporation Act was
passed to prevent further loss of the park to
development.

All England Lawn Tennis Club bought additional 5
hectares of land to west of Church Road.

Wimbledon Park House demolished
to provide land for school buildings.

London Borough of Merton formed
under the London Government Act.
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THE LAKE
Wimbledon Park lake is the focus of this landscape, for
amenity, heritage and ecology. It is one of the largest
freshwater bodies in south London and is a registered
reservoir (Reservoir Act 1975). The lake collects water from
the bowl-shaped valley that stretches up to Wimbledon
Common and discharges into the river Wandle and
eventually the Thames.

Site susceptible to flooding

Recreational value

Ecological value / Grey Wagtails are breeding on site

Historic value

STRENGTHS
Adding water to the landscape was a signature element
of Brown’s design and is probably the most important
remaining feature. Brown added the lake by damming
existing streams where the land allowed giving a natural
effect. This act of creating a lake has provided enormous
benefits to people in the local community, animals and
birds over the decades.

The lake attracts many species, not all beneficial; Canada Geese are increasingly present in damaging numbers.

THREATS
Since its creation by Capability Brown, the lake has slowly
silted up and become shallow in many areas, and water
quality is poorer than it could be. Records suggest that
Brown advised landowners to regularly desilt the water
bodies he designed but this practice has been lost. The
tail-like southern tip of the lake has been filled in and the
meandering streams that feed the lake have been forced
into underground pipes (culverts). These culverts are too
narrow to cope with today’s rainfall events and this now
causes prolonged waterlogging of the golf course.

Dam and spillway

High Silt Levels
Poor water quality
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waterlogging

OPPORTUNITIES
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The lake has great potential to be far richer yet in
biodiversity and to offer greater community benefit by
increasing access and amenity. This could be achieved
through cleaning (de-silting) the lake and habitat
creation, such as planting the lake edge with marginals
and aquatics, and adding a lakeside path.

Missing lake tip

Aerial photograph showing the lake, with labels to explain features and current issues.
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TREES
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS
There are many trees already on this piece of land,
varying widely in health, size, species, and value.
Trees are very important for all of us; they provide
homes for hundreds of species, clean and cool the
air, slow down erosion and water run-off, and capture
carbon dioxide. Unfortunately, not all trees can do
all this equally well and increasing numbers of pests,
diseases and climate change are additional challenges.
We have procured a series of specialist surveys with
recommendations to help us in understanding and
managing the trees. For future generations we hope to
improve the quantity and quality of the trees on this
land, providing a strong, healthy, genetically diverse
tree population using species best suited to the site, its
design history, our changing climate and biodiversity.

APPLIED LEARNING

One of the large veteran oak trees (Quercus robur). Credit: AELTC/Ben Queenborough.

Over the last 12 months our understanding of the trees
has deepened, leading to immediate changes in the way
we organise The Championships on this land. We have
carefully surveyed the roots of the key trees and have
accurately identified zones to keep free from overlay or

FROM TINY ACORNS...
LAST YEAR WE BEGAN A
PROJECT TO CAPTURE THE

This etching of an oak tree on
Wimbledon Park (left, copyright
copyright London Borough of
Merton) has many similarities
to the oldest remaining
veteran still growing on site
today (photograph below).
This ancient tree has a trunk
diameter of more than 6m and
dates back to around 1600.

the site’s overall significance. It is likely that one oak tree
dates to at least the 16th century and its genetic makeup
is thus extremely rare. To preserve the gene banks of
these unique trees, we have started a propagation
programme. By collecting acorns and cuttings from the
veterans and growing these in nurseries, the aim is to
create new generations, continuing their legacy, and
ultimately planting the young trees back on the same
land over the coming decades.

parking.

GENETIC LEGACY OF SOME

CHANGING PATTERNS

OF THE BROWNIAN VETERAN

ANCIENT AND VETERAN TREES

OAKS, COLLECTING ACORNS
(IT WAS A GOOD YEAR FOR
ACORNS) WITH AELTC CHIEF
EXECUTIVE SALLY BOLTON. WE
ARE NOW GROWING THEM ON
IN NURSERIES.

Harvesting acorns at the Wimbledon Park Golf Club,
Autumn 2020. Credit: AELTC/Ben Queenborough.

Examples of acorns laid in seed trays (top) and
oak saplings 1 year later at the nursery.

We have identified forty veteran oaks and willows,
several are about 250 years old and are very likely
to have been planted by Capability Brown. These
trees are very valuable and each now has an
individual management plan that includes specific
recommendations to improve health and vitality.
These veteran trees represent a direct physical link to
earlier stages in Wimbledon Park’s history. The ancient
genetic makeup of these trees is an important part of

The positioning of trees has clearly been important in
the phases of the Park’s design history. Brown’s original
planting design of scattered parkland trees and clumps
has unfortunately largely disappeared due to postWWII planting of new trees to shelter the running
track, mark recent land boundaries and separate golf
course fairways. Many of these newer trees are in poor
condition, and the planting patterns contribute to the
“Heritage At Risk” status of the historic park.
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ECOLOGY & BIODIVERSITY
1,000 hours
Night time
ecology
surveys

The golf course, lake and public park form part of a network
of ecological corridors and routes which extend across
much of south-west London, connecting the city centre to
the countryside beyond.

7 different
species of bat
visiting or living
on site
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Rare
saprophytic
invertebrates in the

veteran trees

Rare soils
suited to the
restoration of
priority grassland

South-West London Ecological Corridors

habitats

STEWARDSHIP

A veteran oak by the lakeside; veterans have irreplaceable ecological value.

Since taking ownership of the golf course site, we have
worked with ecologists, soil scientists, arboricultural
specialists and others to gather a thorough and accurate
understanding of the natural assets on site. Together this
adds up to well over fifty different surveys of birds, insects,
trees, bats, reptiles, habitats and soil and more. We now
know, for example, that seven different bat species and
more than 55 different bird species forage or live here,
including a pair of kestrels breeding on site. It is very
exciting to be responsible for such a rich and ecologically
valuable place, and we take this responsibility very seriously.

STRENGTHS

House Sparrows are present on site.

The large water body is a magnet for a diverse range of
species, the mature trees provide good foraging and
shelter. The soils are rare - unusually low in phosphorous
and ideally suited for supporting acid grassland - a local
ecological priority habitat. The population of veteran
oak and willow trees support extremely valuable fungi,
bacteria and invertebrates.

WEAKNESSES
Starling is a notable species, on site.

Currently the value of this land to ecology is suppressed
for various reasons including the intensive management

of the grass for golf, the large numbers of Canada Geese
and other invasive species and the lack of diversity of the
existing habitats; essentially trees and mown grass with
very little inbetween.

OPPORTUNITIES
There is great potential on this site to increase biodiversity
and unlock more green infrastructure benefits (e.g. the
cleaning of water and air). The ecology could be further
enriched and many more species could be encouraged
in through bio-diverse habitat creation and adoption of
ecologically friendly land management techniques.
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